
Mapping and comparing alternatives: Sustainable Design Strategy Wheel1 

 
 

 

 

 

 

function 
• how well does the format and material 

serve to protect the contents? 
• standalone? 
• how much secondary packaging required?   
 

user scenarios 
• new ways to meet needs/  
• enhancing user experience 

emotionally 
• enhancing user experience 

physically 
• new user behaviours 
  

material selection 
relative impact of 
material in extraction 
and production 
 

amount of material 
needed: 
• relative strength to 

weight? 
• lightweighting 

possible? 
• reuse? 
 

use phase: 
does the packaging 
format affect the 
use phase – amount 
of energy and water 
used? 

end of life: 
• cradle to cradle 
• reuse 
• recycle 
• downcycle 
• incinerate 
• land fill 
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1. based on the EcoDesign Strategy Wheel Brezet and van Hemel, 1997 
 


